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ry to inform the 


Public that this Letter, 
now communicated to 
the World, was actu- 
ally 


written at the 
Time of the Date pre- 


the Di//olution of the 
laſt Parliament. Whe- 
A 2 ther 


TE 


ther the * ap- 


pears to be a political 


Prophet or not, in 
his Conjectures of fu- 
ture Combinations, and 


their Tendency, muſt 


be left to the People 


of England to judge, 


for whoſe real Intereſt, 
and the Preſervation 
of their Liberties, this, 


tho” at firſt a private 


Letter, but written 
from the Heart, is now 
made public. : 
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Dear Six, Feb. 23. 1745-6. 
A M. obliged. to you for your Letter 
upon the late Turn of Affairs. I cannot 
help thinking that this Behaviour of 
ſome of your great Men is very uncon- 

ſtitutional, I wiſh: we may not lament the 
Precedent. n 

Take my poor Thoughts upon the: Mat- 
.ter, and the Cauſe from whence all this 
ſprings... | | 

I do not vent my Hatred, or. panicalzc 

Prejudice to any body. A real Love for my 
Country, and her excellent Conſtitution, 
makes me jealous of every Thing that may 
put it out of Order. Reflecting on the Bad- 
nes of other Governments, and the productive 
Cauſes of their Ruin, hath inflamed me 


more and. more about the Preſervation of 
our own. I have the honeſt Pleaſure to wiſh 


it to be immortal, and ſo it would be, as 


far as any human Scheme of Polity is capable, 


were 


66) 


were it kept up to its firſt Principles, or near 
them. 

You ſeem furpriſed that ſuch a "Combi- 
nation has happen'd. I am not, 

The Seeds of all Sorts of Combinations were 
ſown at the fatal Introduction of the Sep- 
tennial Parliament, and it is no wonder they 
ſprung up at the time of paſſing this Bill. It 
Was a pernicious Revolution of Government, 
beſides a Rape upon the Liberties of the Free- 
holders for that time. For what Act can be 
more arbitrary than for the Delegates of a 
People, intruſted for three Years, to extend 
their Power for a longer Time, without the 
Leave of their Conſtituents? In my Opinion 
the Decemdirate of Rome could juſtify them- 
ſelves as well as our Parliament could then: 
Tho' I know the Intentions of the Partizans 
of both Schemes were as oppoſite as Light 
and Darkneſs, yet they were both notorious 
- Uſurpations, as to the Extenſion of their 
Power, without the previous Leave of their 
Principals: And we feel the malevolent 
Effects of that Alteration of ours now, and 
ſhall feel it more for the future, unleſs by 
ſome very extraordinary Aceident we return 
to Annual or Triennial Parliaments. 
Short [Parliaments are the Life of Li- 
bert) 

As I ſpeak with great Afperity about the 
Introduction of Septennial Parhaments, you 
| vill be ſoon convinced it is from a Hatred 

4 the 


the Nature of the Thing, and not to the Per- 
ſon who was principally concerned in the 
f Introduction of them: For that was the late 
| Lord Stanhope. He was of all Men in my 
Time one of the beſt of Engli/bmen + A Man 
remarkable for Integrity, and a Hater of all 
| Sort of Venality: He was faſhioned upon 
| the Models of Greece, and Rome : None ex- 
* celled him, in Contempt of Money: None 
more brave in the Field, or . bolder in the 
1 Senate in Defence of the Public Liberty: 
F His Heart and his Mouth went together: 
He aimed at nothing more than {curing the 
Foundations of the Public Liberty againſt 
the Attempts of a cruel and unnatural Fac- 
tion, that wanted to pluck it up by the Roots, 
Yet (with Deference to the Memory of ſo 


great a Man) I cannot but think that his 


cal in this Point ran away with his Under- 
ſtanding, as the Event has proved, and is a 
ſufficient Inſtance of what Nature tempora- 
ry Expedients are, tho” intended for good 
Purpoſes. They arc bad Things in themſelves, 
eſpecially when they meddle with Funda- 
mentals ; for if they cure one Evil for the pre- 
ſent, they generally produce twenty in its 
ſtead. 1 is an excellent Obſervation in 
that famous Speech of Cæſar. Omnia 
mala Exempla ex bonis initiis orta ſunt: Sed 
abi Imperium ad ignaros, aut minus bonos, 
derventt, novum illud Exemplum ab dignis & 
„ Aaoneis ad indignos & non 4deneos,” tranſs 
ö fertur. | | 
' ces That 
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(8) | 

That this will be the Caſe to Governments 
in all Ages is certain, becauſe tho“ Years pats 
and change, yet human Nature continues 
the ſame. And therefore it ſhould be a 


Loeſſon for good and wiſe Men not to ven- 


ture upon temporary Expedients, however 
virtuous their purpoſes may be. They are 
not only to conſider their own Mortaliy, but 
that otherwiſe the Government may be out 
of their Adminiſtration, and fall into the 
Hands, either of weak or corrupt Perſons, or 
both; who conſequently will turn a Prece- 
dent that was intended for the Preſervation 
of the State to the Deſtruftion of it. The 
Caſe of the Septennial Patliament is a recent 
Example of the Soundneſs of Cz/ar's: Ob- 
ſervation. For Mr. Secretary Stanhope 
dying, with ſome others, a few Years after, 
(whoſe Purpoſes were (I beleive) intirely ho- 
neſt in this Alteration of the Triennial Par- 
liament) the Government fell into the Hands 
of a crafty, plauſible, oratorial, but corrupt 
Man, who ſoon turned the Project of Mr. 
Stanhope to his own ſiniſter Purpoſes. He 
affected to be thought the Champion of 
Liberty ; and indeed I believe his Principles 
were for it, but at the fame Time, he ſet 


up Corruption, as the onlySyſtem of Govern- 


ment, He was the firſt Miniſter in Eng- 
land who had the Confidence to throw 
away Shame, and to avow that Doctrine, 
and indeed it was a ſpecial one calculated 5 

make 


(09) 

make "his own Förtune, and preſerve his 
Partiametitary: Domination the —— 
of it. Hs form d ſuch a” Phalanx of Cor- 
ruption that is yet unbtoken. Thus, the 
avoiding one Rock flung the Kingdom upon 
another ;which-could not have well happen- 
ed if the Parliament had remained Trien- 
nial;' and if Amal it had been impoſſible. 
Corruption; of all Poiſons to a Govertiment, 
it the birtereſt, and has been the Bane of all 
free States that have hitherto exiſted, and 
conſequently can never be ſalutary to our 
own, The Implements of it have in Averſion 
all Men of great Genius and Virtue; there 
is a Natural Antipathy between them: 
Hence their extraordinary Abilities become 
uſeleſs to their Country, and very often dan- 

gerous to themſelves, 

This Appetite for Money is fo inſatiable, 
that no Exchequer can feed it, and intro- 
duces ſuch a Variety of Diſeaſes as no 
Phyſician can cure. In ſhort, this Appetite 
of Money is Really what our Shale ear ſup- 
poſes, in * elegant Deſcription of Hamlets 
Mother's Paſſion for his Father. She 
* noould hang on him, as if Encreaſe f Me 
e tite had grown by what it Jes on.” 
Bat to return. 

Power of too long Cantinuaace, like 
ſtanding Waters, will grow foul and corrupt, 
which cannot happen to freſh running 
n It is againſt the Eſſence of —_ 
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( 10)) 
fer the People, (the Origin and End of all 
Government) to delegate their Power far 
morethan one two or three Vears: 32 
the ſhorter the better, becauſe their R 
ſentatives in this, and in all other free States, 
are to keep the other Parts of the Conſti- 


tunution in Order by their Independency. And 


we find. by our _ that they thernſlves 
can't be kept independent but — the Short- 
neſs. of their Tenure, and the Appre- 
henſion of a quick Account to the People. 
Seven Vears are à great Compaſs of Time, 
which emboldens Men to venture upon 
Meaſures, they would hardly dare think of, 
if they knew they were Annually to ace" 
count - fan; their Actions. Without a ſhort 
Tenure of the Power delegated by the Peo- 
ple, the great Officers of State will grow 

wanton, or the Repreſentatives will become 
great Officers themſelves, or will be corrup- 
ted to become their Creatures, and, inſtead 
of being a Terror will prove a Protection to 
all the Iniquities they were choſen to pre- 


vent. Thus the Conſtitution will be irre- 


ſiſtibly deſtroyed by the very Remedy that 
was intended to preſerve it: For it is the 
Nature of Men to be intoxicated by Length 
Time in Office, and to forget the Purpoſes 
of their Employment, but more eſpecially 
when the Awa of a Superior Power is taken 
off, or ſo debjlitated that nothing but the 
Fam appears. Let 2 Man 3 the 
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the Impoſſibility of riſing and becoming fa- 
mous in their Country, by any other Means 
than by performing great and worthy Ac- 
tions, and that Money is deſpicable  with- 
out them, their Minds will be all faſhioned 
and bent from their Youth to attempt 
them, and they will, like the Romans, con- 
ſequently attain them. On the contrary, in 
whatever Government Money is ſet aboye 


617 
Roman Hiſtory and he will find the Cauſe 
why that Government roſe. to ſo prodigious 
a Height, far ſuperior to all the other Govern- 
ments preceding it, in Policy, Virtue; il- 
luſtrious Examples, Extent of Dominion 
apd Duration; which principally turned on 
Ns ſhort Continuance of Power in the 


Magiſtrates: Their Conſuls were Annual, 


Men, famous for all Sorts of Virtues. 


here is Nothing more certain in Nature, 
ithat when Men are ſure of Puniſhment they 


will ceaſe to offend, and that when they ſee 


Reputation, it; will become the Meaſure of 
b 11 Men's 
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63: 
Men's Actions, and then their Actibns will 
become as dirty as the Metal Was in the 
Bowels of the Farth. FRET | 
To proye this, on! re to' your ſelf the 
Roman Senate, as It ly gue 2 Battle 'of 
Camiz, and it will appear an Aſſeinb or 
Demi-Godi, and then view them as thi 
were fill'd up by the Caſats, and they w BY, 
appear rather like a Set of Devils. Now fo 
different a Proſp pect of the Senate could not 
have happened, if the antient Maxims of 


the Conſtitution had not been tevers d, and 
the Power of the People broke down, That 
opened a Door to all Sorts of Corru tions: 
For Rome fell not by the Factions of Patri. 
cians and Plebeians, but by the Extinction of 
ene of them. It was owing ſolely to this 
Authority of the Peo ple, and the 1 


reſerya- 
tion of that Authority, to tlie ſhort Delega- 


tion of their Power to their Magiſtrates, 
that all dangerous Combinations, either of 


their great Men, or their Magiſtrates thern- 
ſelves were prevented, and all the Evils that 


"flowed from thence. | This ke t all Things 


in Order, and when it ceas'd,all Things went 


into Confuſion Then fell the nobleſtSyſtem 


of Government that was ever compiled! * 


In a wiſe Scheme of Government we are 


not to confider the Puniſhment of Offenders 


4» tt as 


SO OY x 


given 


DD e 


0 
U 


f 
3 


(13) 
given tongOpportunities of becoming (6, and 
nuch they will be when no Check is over 
them; and that is a fooliſh Frame ofGovern- 
ment that thinks of them otherwiſe, To 


Lay 


come now to our ownCaſe. There is nic 
mote evident, than while we had ſhort Armu- 
al Parlianients we made a greatFigure in the 
World--In our own Time underTrrenmalwe 
conquer'd, and wererever'd by all the Nations 
round about u ʒ and for the moſt part, ſince 
we have had Septennial, we have been deſpi- 
ſed, It is a very unpleaſant Story to relate 
our Tranſactions from about the Fear 1722. 
and it is needleſs, becauſe the- Matters are 
ſo recent; for you will eaſily compare one 
Period of Time witli another, and ſee, with 
the Caſt of an Eye, the different Figures the 
Kingdom has made; and to what probable 
Cauſe it may be aſcribed is to me no gueſs- 
work. Witneſs a long Series of inconſiſtent 
Treaties, a Number of fooliſh, make-believe 
 Spithead - Expeditions ; and in particular, 
that ever memorable Undertaking, ' ithe 
tranſporting Don CARL os into Daß, till at 
laſt the Nation, by a long Series of weak pu- 
ſillanimous Projects, became ſo deſpiſed, 
that our Ships could not paſs the Seas with- 
out particular Indignities and Moleſtations. 
A long while the Voice of the Nation was 
diſregatded, till it aroſe fo ſtrong that the 
"Miniſter was obliged to hear the juſt Com- 
"poi of the People, and to makes War. 
But how did he carry it on? In Fact, you 

know, 
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(24) 
know, it was ſo conducted, that it became 
a War on ourſelves rather than on our Ene- 
mies. At the ſame Time the Miniſter. went 
on employing infinite Sums in Dom eſtic 
Corruptions, to the-endangering the Tee- 
dom of Elections, beyond the Example of 
former Ages, to the Aſtoniſhment of this, 
and, I beleive, it will be to the Amazement 
of Poſterity. Can a man read, without 
being ſhock d, that 1380, 600 J. were iſſued 
for ſecret. Service during the laſt ten Years of 
Sir R----t J ies Adminiſtration? And 
will his Horror be leſs if, by deſcending 
into Particulars, it ſhall appear that the two 
remarkable Years. 1733 and . 1734 amount 
to 312, 1280. when they choſe a new Par- 
lament ?. Sums conſiderably more than the 
Total of the. whole 10 Years on that head, 
from 1507 to 1717, part of which, Time we 
made ſo. glorious a Figure in the World. 
et Add to this that the Demands for ſecret 
ce Services! in the ſix Weeks, immediately 
preceding the Reſignation of the Earl of 
6 0.4, amount to more than the whole 
* Expence upon that Head, in the three 
Years ending Auguſt 17 10. And that 
the Draughts upon. the Exchequer for 


cc 


* that Uſe, in one Day only, being the 9th 
« of February (the lat indeed he ſat at the 


Treaſury) amount to a greater Sum, than 
was iſſued for that Service, in any one of 
the fore mentioned three Years ſo glo- 


1 F VIU i ee 


(45 
«- rioufly-diftinguiſh'd by repeated Vidories. 
l — Conſequences of this Profuſion be 
conſidered, what can they be but the Al- 
« teration of a Government, which was ſo 
< lately. ſupported jn that Branch for one 
fifth Part of the Expence upon the Me- 
„ dium of 10 Years?” As great Part of 
theſe dums were expended in choofing and 
corrupting Members. of Parliament, let me 
uſe a few more Words of the Report of the 
Secret Committee.“ That this Method of 
« Corrupting is as ſure and as criminal a 
« Way of Subverting the Conftitution as by 
« an arm'd Force:” I beg leave to add 
ſurer, becauſe the one is open, and the Spi- 
Tit of the People would ſoon get the better 
of it, but the other is like a flow Poiſon 
that is operating their Deſtruction, when 
the Bulk of the People perceive nothing of 
the Venom. We ſaw, O Shame to all Poli- 
tics | the Houſe of Bourbon exalted, and the 
Houſe of Auſtria depreſs'd ; inſomuch that 
every Man was decry'd, who continued to 
think with the good Senſe. of his Fore- 
fathers. And why was all this done, and 
the Syſtem of Europe, thus put out of 
Joint? My Anſwer 1s ready, and I beleive 
true. There was not Money in the Nation 
to rocking its Foreign Intereſt, and the 
Miniſter's Domination, by Corruption: at 
home; and therefore the former was to 
give Way to the latter, and the People to 
be 
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be cajoled by a fallatious: Peace, which we 
ce, d only pròtract, but not avert the 
War; which is now fallen upon us, through 
ur owtr Weakneſs, im a more formidable 
Manner, in ſo much, that, while we go- 
vern by the fame Weakneſs, we neither can 


make War with Sncceſs, nor will our Erfe- 


mies let ns be at Peace: bw ſhall be redu- 
ced in a little Time to that lamentable Paſs 
deſcrib'd Wl 1. Roman Hiſtorian, TREE 


* ivy, 
' Nec Vini itia, net Remedia ati iu, 8 


It is ſo ſtrong in my Memory that I can- 
not paſs over the Inſolence of the M-nſt-r's 
Behaviour, juſt before he took Refuge in the 
H--ſe of L--ds. He adjourned the P--li-m--t 
for a. fortnight; and in the intermediate 
Time, before tbeit Meeting, he not only 
had the Art ito confound thoſe, who had ſo 
long gloriouſſy diſtinguiſhed themſelves in 
Oppoſition to his fatal Meaſures, but fat at 
the Tr------y diſpofing of Places. He pro- 
cured: a Warrant from the K -g to grant 


him an Annuity for the K--g's ws.” his joint 


Lives of 4000. a Vear on the Exciſe ; and 

_— pet ſuaded by a Freind, that it was 
litick to make Uſe of it under the pre- 

fora national Clamour, he yeilded to the Ad- 


vice, and kept the Warrant un-coun- 


* d, but not cancelled, by him. But, 
ſays 


(37). 
ſays he, to his Friend, in a blithe and 
jocund manner, (for ſuch was his Cuſtom) 
Tho you think as you do, and 1 acquieſce 
in it, yet I won't loſe the Value of my 
Penſion, Now, as 1 compute, my Life 
won't be above four or five Years, there- 
fore prepare me a Warrant for 17,461 l. 
Which was done one of the laſt Days he 
remained in the T——y ; and he ob- 
tained the K—g's Signature to it. But this 
Sum being much more than there was inthe 
Ex ——r applicable to the Uſes of the civil 
Government, he procured the Bank-People, 
who attend the EX rr, to advance it. One 
thing more he did, which was look'd upon as 
a Fit of Phrenſy, and contrary to all De- 
cency and common Senſe, for a Man in 
his Circumſtances, and that was procuring 
Honorary Letters to make a Dr of his 
take Place of All the Lords Daughters in 
the Kingdom. And at laſt, to ſhew his 
ſovereign Contempt for the Clamours of an 
incenſed Nation, he had the Modeſty ſome. 
* time after, to make Uſe of the Warrant. 
for 4000 J. a Year on the Exciſe ; got it 
counter-figned by Mr, P—, and actually 
received the Penfion to the Day of his 
Death ; tho' he had received the 17,461 /. 
as an Equivalent for that Penſion, accord- 
ing to his own Eſtimate of the Value of 
his Life. But I am not writing his Hiſtory. 


Now do you think he would have been 
| C bold 
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bold enough to have done this under ſhort 


Parliaments? No; he could not have 
formed ſuch a Majority as would have 
ſuffered it: But his Actions plainly ſpeak, 
that he had no Dread of the H———— of 
C————=53 as Accuſers, or of the H 
of L—5$ as Judges; and he well 4 
he was above all inferior Juriſdictions. 
Theſe are ſeme of the bleſſed Effects of 
a Septennial Parliament. And now I come 
to another, that is, this unconſtitutional 
Combination, by which we ſce the K— 
can't chuſe his own M———, For what 
is this Reſigning of all the great Men at 
once, but, in plain Engliſb, to inſinuate to 
his M , If You won't employ us 
any longer, we'll diſtreſs your Affairs? 
And what do you think gave them the 
Boldneſs to treat the Cr— n in this diſ- 
reſpectful Manner, but a Dependance upon 
a Majority? That enables them to tell his 
M y, we will ſupport your G n- 
m— tz; but we will be the Supporters of 
it, and enjoy the Douceurs of your Em- 
ployments. This brings to my Mind the 
Story of Adtæon. Give me leave to tell 
you my Senſe of that Fable : Don't laugh 
at me, however I may differ from very 
learned Commentators. You know *tis 
ſaid he was turn'd into a Stag, and de- 
ſtroy'd by his own Hounds, for acci- 
dentally ſeeing Diana bathing in ſome Pond 

in 


(19) 

in a Wood. Is there any Senſe or Juſtice 
in all this? or can you poſſibly find any 
Fault in the Man ? and therefore her Di- 
vinityſhip could not metamorphoſe him 
with any Reaſon for a Fault that was not 
his own : On the contrary, if there was 
any Blame, it was her Ladyſhip's own, 
for waſhing in ſuch a Place. No, this can- 
not be the Meaning—'tis too abſurd :; 


| — violent ior æquo 
Viſa Dea eft. 


But the Story, in my Opinion, 1s a fine 
allegorical Deſcription of ſome great Prince, 
who had truſted his Power ſo long to his 
Servants, that when he had a Mind to get 
rid of them, or to introduce ſome new 
Miniſter of far greater Abilities than any 
that was employed, they combined toge- 
ther, and were too many for their Maſter, 
In vain he cry'd, N 


Dominum cognoſcite veſtrum, 


They had forgot his Voice, and it was a 
Language they did not underſtand. Hence 

a Man may aptly ſay, upon any ſimilar 
Occaſion, that ſuch a One had the Fate 

of Adtæon, to be devoured by his own 
Creatures. I repeat again, that I write this 

to reflect on no body; they are Things that I 
C 2 alone 


( 20) 


alone conſider : Elſe, what hinders me to 


purſue my Allegory ? Would not 1chno- 
bates, Pamphagus, Dromas, and others of 
the Actæon Pack, afford me an ample Field 
to vent any particular Gall that harbour'd 
in my Breaſt? No; I have none: I de- 
teſt Scurrility in Writing as much as I 
abhor Licentiouſneſs in Government. The 
Matter I conſider is of a very ſerious Na- 
ture; if the Happineſs of the preſent 
Generation, and the Freedom and Felicity 
of their Poſterity be ſo. If my Country- 
men think with me, I hope they will 
ſeriouſly reflect on their Situation, It will 


ſoon occur to them, that their Fathers 


heretofore chasd from this Iſland the 
Roman Catholick Religion, and a Hoſt of 
Locuſts that were devouring this Land: 
That they have chas'd away every Species 
of Tyranny that would have invaded their 
Liberties: They were in the Vigour of 
their Senſes at the Revolution, and not 
unmindful of their Poſterity ; they ex- 
tended, ſoon after, their Care; ſettling the 
Crown in his Majeſty's illuſtrious Houſe, 
for Fear theſe Nations might be brought 
back to all the Miſeries they had fatally 
experienced from Prieſts and Tyrants, 
Three times, in my Remembrance, we have 
nobly follow'd their Example, and ſhew'd 
no Baſtardy, by reſiſting the Attempts, of 
thoſe abjur'd Implements of Rome, to —_— 
a 


: 1 
all their indulgent Labours. What hinders 
us ſtill from ſhewing that we are their 
Deſcendants, and not a ſtrange degenerate 
Race of Men, by reſolving not to ſuffer 
A PART of OURSELVES To DESTROY 
OvuRsELvEs. Is Olzgarchy, the Tyranny 
of the Feu, a leſſer Evil than that of a 
ſingle Tyrant? Surely, no. Or is either 
of them comparable with that beautiful 
Frame of Government, a King, Lords and 
Commons ? A Government that has been 
imagin'd indeed by a delicate Writer of 
Antiquity, alone the Ideal Formation of 
a wiſe Man's Brain, What ſhould one 
ſay to that Man who has his Poſſeſſion of 
a beautiful fine Woman, as highly finiſh'd 
as it is in the Power of Nature to adorn ; 
poſſeſs d of a Mind too correſponding with 
= outward Delicacies, if he ſhou'd uſe her 
ill? Wou'd not every Man of Senſe imme- 
diately call him the moſt ſtupid of Animals ? 
Shou'd we not ſay the hardeſt Words of him 
that in our Language we could utter; that 
he was poſleſs'd of an excellent Bleſſing, and 
was ſo ſtupid as not to know how to value it? 
and is not our Government a greater politi- 
cal Beauty than any other Nation in the 
World has hitherto enjoy'd ? What indeed 
then will Mankind fay, and our Poſterity 
in particular of their Fathers who were in 
Poſſeſſion of ſo particular an Excellence, fo 
invaluable a Treaſure, and wantonly and idly 

without 


() 
without one relenting Thought, flung it 
away. N 


Like the baſe Indian, threw a Pearl away 
Richer than all his Tribe. Shakel. 


We have no Tyrant to ſtruggle with, but 
rather a King to relieve, whole Family have 
anſwer'd the great Ends of our Anceſtors, 
Is Deſtruction leſs Deſtruction, let it come 
cloath'd in a beautiful Shape, that we know 
is rotten at Heart ? or is Poiſon leſs baneful, 
tho' cover'd with the fineſt colour'd Leaf 
Gold? Has not the great Burleigh + left 
us an Admonition to beware of corrupt Par- 
liaments, ſaying, That Nothing but a Parlia- 
ment can deſtroy the People of England? 
What hinders then a Nation fo well warn'd, 
ſo well inſtructed in the Principles of Liber- 
ty, and fo amply in Poſſeſſion of them, fi 
being upon their Guard, when the Remedy 
is ſo legal, ſo eaſy, and near at Hand to take? 
For this Parliament muſt by Law diffolye 
ſoon, and then we ſhall have a Right t 
chuſe freſh Repreſentatives; what then 
ſhou'd hinder the City of London from be- 
ginning to prepare Inſtructions to their fu- 
ture Repreſentatives to endeavour the Repeal 
of the Septennial Act? What ſhou'd hinder 


them, or wou'd it be indecent for the great 
City 


+ So long ago as the Reign of Eliabeth, that Reign 
of Reigus. 
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City of London in an humble and proper 
Addreſs to the Throne to beſeech His Ma- 
jeſty to let our Conſtitution return to that 
Situation wherein he found it? Wou'd not 
the ſeverall Counties, the Great Cities in!both 
Caſes follow ſo laudable an Example of theic 
Metropolis? And is it poſſible to think fo 
gracious a Prince wou'd deny to ſo faithful a 
People the modeſt and reaſonable Requeſt of 
reſtoring to them aLaw he found them inPoſ- 
ſeſſion of, and which certainly was repealed at 
a Juncture of Time, only by way of Experi- 
ment, to extinguiſh the Hopes of that per- 
nicious Faction, that were then buſyin 
themſelves about undoing all, that the Re- 
volution had brought about? "Tis plain, tis 
plain, by the little Specimen I have given 
from the Reports of the Secret Committee, 
and I appeal to every Man's Breaſt for the 
Truth of what I ſay, that if it has anſwer'd 
any thing in that Reſpect, it has produc'd 
another very great and dangerous Evil in its 
ſtead, and which perhaps may be as diſagre- 
able to his M y in his Private Senti- 
ments, as it 1s in the univerſal Judgement of 
his faithfull People. Wou'd but Men con- 
ſider the ſuperior Pleaſure of extending their 
yet remaining Happineſs to Poſterity, they 
wou'd feel ſuch an Elevation of Soul as no 
dirty Purſuits after Places, or Money can 
poſſibly raiſe: They wou'd find it to be true 
what Tully has of old ſo beautifully expreſs'd. 
« Homines enim ad Deos nulla repropius ac- 

« cedunt 


(2). — Hol 
e redunt quam ſalutem Hominibus dandb. 5 
Wil detain you no longer than white I repeat, 
that /ſtort Parliament sare the Liſef LIibER T 
3 and all good Order and Government, and chat 
[Alngntil this Conſtitution return to them, Com- 
| binations, and all forts of Corruptions will 
flouriſh, and that all other Remedies, except 
ſhort Parliaments, againſt the Evil 1 foreſee, 
Ty prove palliative but not radical. 


Jam, Ge. 
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